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Climate change is becoming a focal point of security and conflict research and 
poses challenges to the world’s structures of policymaking and governance. This 
handbook explores empirical and theoretical links between climate change, 
environmental degradation, human security, societal stability and violent conflict 
that could trigger cascading events and critical tipping points in climate-society 
interaction. Based on an extensive analysis of the securitization discourse, 
various conflict constellations are assessed, including water scarcity, food 
insecurity, natural disasters and mass migration. The security risks of climate 
change are discussed in detail with regard to regional climate hot spots in Africa, 
the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific. Constructive approaches are examined for 
improving climate security through capacity-building for sustainable peace and 
cooperative policies leading to local and global governance structures.  
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